valuable than either Daniel or Esther, were not admitted into the Jewish Canon, but were saved, probably from utter destruction, by the Christians. A new peril menaced the Church beyond Jordan, at this time. This was the exaggerated importance given to the relatives of Jesus. Had it not been for the very different influences which were prevailing in other portions of the Church, it is quite possible that the principle of heredity might have destroyed the new religion. We have a trace of this in the genealogies which are to be found in the Synoptic Gospels, and which have no historical value, except as showing that partisans of the primacy of the immediate kindred of the Prophet of Nazareth were anxious to raise their position as much as possible, by connecting them, with the old Jewish royalty. Precisely the same danger menaced Islam with destruction, and exerts to this day a very considerable and maleficent influence on the fortunes of that religion.
